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Say It Right

Say what you mean and mean what you
say, and that way, nobody gets hurt...

Save yourself from:

. potential _ INOTICED YOU USED A BIG WORD
humiliation WITHOUT KNOWING WHAT IT MEANS

e poor grades
e Social media

hazing '

Polish up your
sentences and
make masterful M
vocabulary choices

with this helpfu ITOOLIKETO lIIlAHI(EIHIIl._S”l_,!
review...




. Can the

colloquialisms &
skip the slang

. Note denotation

and connotation

. Use a dictionary

more and a
thesaurus less

. Thoroughly review

for spelling,
grammar, and
tricky word
choice errors

Say it Right

Attention Katy Perry. It's "The One
WHO Got Away' not 'The One
THAT Got Away.'
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Colloquialisms

Colloquialisms are informal words and expressions that work well in
conversation, but not academic writing, like:

d
That’s the way the cookie crumbles.
| wasn’t born yesterday.

He’s a penny pincher.

She’s older than dirt.

The following use of colloquialisms would
NOT be appropriate for most essays:

“The main character of the story was an
honorable man, and the heroine hated to
see his name run through the wringer like

that. But, that’s the way the cookie crumbles.”
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Instead, write this:

“The main character of the story was an honorable man, and the heroine i

hated to see his name defamed in the meritless accusations. But
unfortunately, life is not always fair when one has no money or social
standing.”



Slang is another form of informal
language, and it can also include things
like ‘text-talk’ or misused forms of wordes.

OH YOU KNOW LOTS OF INTERNET
t may work for "USLANG

~acebook, but not for
nomework:

Follow standard capitalization and
spelling rules.

Do not use emoticons like © or ® in
the text of assignments or digital

correspondence, unless an instructor
has specifically given you permission.
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Generally, cursing is not appropriate
in academic writing. (In some
narrative it may be appropriate—
check with your instructor if you are
not sure).




Denotation/Connotation

Words have both a denotation (literal meaning) and
connotation (associated meaning). Things get tricky because
connotations can be very subtle or nuanced, making it easy to
use a word incorrectly or misinterpret what was meant by what

was said. lrony and sarcasm can also come into play, as seen
below:




Denotation & Connotation
Be careful when choosing your words that you
are considering both denotations and I'"E G 0"' n
connotation...
“Some people are set in their opinions, a quality FE“ n
1. -*J _

that can be described positively as persistent,
firm, and steadfast, or negatively as stubborn,

bull-headed, and close-minded” (Faigley 173). <74
She was persistent in defending academic
freedom. =
. . AND THE ONLY PRESCRIPTION IS BETTER
She was close-minded when it came to tenure. WORD CHOICE, .. .c.nc.ator et

The overuse or careless use of a thesaurus
can lead writers into conflicts of
understanding with denotation and
connotation...




Wrong Word Choice

Relying on a thesaurus can also result in a wrong word choice
when words have slightly nuanced meanings, or connotations.

AN

4 2 g ™




Overreliance on the thesaurus often
leads to writers choosing words
without fully understanding their
connotation.

Instead, writers should spend more
time working with dictionaries to be
sure they fully understand all word
choices.

Before substituting a thesaurus word
for your own, look it up in the
dictionary to be certain of all possible
nuances of meaning...

Dictionary & Thesaurus

7" INHALE,
PANT PUFF, |
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Thesaurus.




Dictionary & Thesaurus
Sometimes students try too hard to

sound academic in their writing, but

end up producing confusing text. PRESENTING A COMMON
. - COLLOQUIALISM OR VERSE FROM A
* Focus on simplicity frst CONTEMPORARY WORDSMITH

++ Don't use language or terms that
you can't define in your own
words.

¢+ And most importantly, let your
voice shine; don't try to mimic the
voice of other writers.

%

 CENTRAL SUB-COMMITTEE STEERG GRouP EMBEI[ISHEII INALOQUACIOUS
FoR THE FACILITATION OF BREVITY &

o e Cpvcomen I MANNEI;JN COMBINATION WITH

| ffﬂgﬂ g e MYRESEMBLANCE TO A

i | FASHIONABLE FLESH-PEDDLER

ENSUES IN HILARITY




Close Editing

SPELL CHECK DOESN'T CATCH ALL'STUPID

TYPOS memegene ratnﬁé‘ﬂ




Careless mistakes happen often

Close Editing

and easily, which is why writers

should always edit closely for spelling, grammar, and word choice
errors—even the professionals can miss one now and then...
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Readers may have noticed that
the Valley News misspelled its
own name on yesterday's front
page. Given that we routinely call
on other institutions to hold them-
selves accountable for their mis-
| takes, let us say for the record: We

sure feel silly.




Close Editing

Even the spell-checking YO DAWG, | HEARD YOU MISSPELLED MISSPELLED WHILE
software in MS Word can TELLING SOMEONE mg msps;'rstrmn SOMETHING ON A
make mistakes (and s
often does) because it r, &
does not consider g
differences in connotation S0 WE GOT YOU A SPELLING DICTIONARY SO YOU DON'T
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Word Choice

Correctly spelled words can still be an absolutely
Incorrect choice for your sentence...

"Bear with me" requests patience.
'Bare with me" requests that you get i
naked with me.




Word Choice

Correctly spelled words can still be an absolutely
Incorrect choice for your sentence...
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Trying To Reach Is No Longer

Tnuurwwwmw
In Service.
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“YOU KNOW YOU SPELLED'

*You®" WRONG!
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Trying To Reach Is No Longer

The AT&T Subscriber You* m‘] |
In Service.




Word Choice

Correctly spelled words can still be an absolutely
Incorrect choice for your sentence...

Help! T am sThanded WHAT:S HAPPENING TO

oh a desser! is]land!
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